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period. In earlier portions of the Vedas, Lord Death
is considered as a Guide who takes men to the doors
of the Heaven ! By the time of the Katha this
bright and joyous faith has passed away.

Sa tvam agnim svargyam-adhyesi mrtyo,
prabruhi twam sraddadhanaya mahyam;
Svargaloka amrtatvam bhqjante,
etad dvitiyena wne varena.
(13) Oh Death ! thou knowest the fire which leads
to Heaven; explain to me who am zealous, that (fire)
by which those, whose world is heaven, attain immorta-
lity, I pray for this my second boon.
Here in this stanza Nachiketas is asking of Lord
Death ths second of his boons. The heavenly life
that has been explained in the previous Mantra is
the demand of the greatest number of men striving
in life. They dedicate their entire spiritual and
religious work only to live at least a period of time
in the heavens. In the name of these ignorant folk,
Nachiketas is now cashing-in the second of his boons
and asking Lord Death to give the secret knowledge
regarding the Karma that is to be done by a mortal
in the world, so that, as a result of its reactions he
would come to gain the Elysian pleasures of the
heavens.
Herein we find Nachiketas, an ideal and a fit
student for religious growth and spiritual unfoldment,